XXI1V.
Of Irmmriﬂm

S the births of living Creatures at firft are
ill hapen, fo are all Tmmevatisns, which are
the births of Time, Yetnotwithftanding, as
thofe that firflt bring Honour into their Family,
are commonly more worthy than molt that fuc-
cecd : So the firlt Precedent (ifit be good ) is -
feldom actained by imitadion. For 11l to Mans
hature, as it flands perverted, hath a natural
motion, firongelt in continuance: But Good,
45 4 forced motion, ftrongeft at firlt.  Surely
every Medicine is an Tnnovations and he that will
not apply new Remedies;mult expect new Evils:
for Time is the greateft Innovator.  And if Time
of courfe alter things to the worfe, and Wil-
dom and Ceunfel fhall not aleer them to the bet-
ter, what (hallbe the end ? It istrue, that what
is fetled by cuftom, though it be not good, yet
at leaft it is ie.  And thole things which have
long, gone together, arc as it were confederate
within themf{elves, whexeas new things picce not
{o well: But though they help by their utility,
yet, they trouble by their Inconformity.  Be-
lides, they are like ffrangers, more adinired, and
Jefs favoured. Allthis is true, if time (tood {till 5
which contrariwife moveth {oround, thata fro-
ward retention of caftom is as turbulent a thing,
as an Inmovation: and they that reverence too
much old times, are but a fcom to the new, 1t
were good therefore, that Men in their Tnnovari-
ons would follow the example of Time it felf;
which indeed Tnmevaterh greatly, but quiccly,and
by degrees, fcarce to be perceived : for other-
wife whatfoever is new, is unlooked for 5 and
ever it mends fome, and pairs-other: And he
that isholpen, takes it fora Foreune, and thanks
the Times and he that is hurt, for a Wrong,
and imputeth it tothe Author. Irisgooda
not to try experiments in States, except the ne-
ceffity be urgent, or the utility be evident; and -
well to beware, that it be the Reformation that
draweth on the Change, and not the defire of
Change that pretendeth the Reformation. And
laftly, that the Navelty, though it be not reject-
ed, yet be held for a fufpect: And as the Serip-
turc faith, That we make 2 ffand wpon the ancient
spay, and then look about ws, and diftover what is
the ftrait and right way, and f3 to walkinit,
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